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Abstract 

 
Using data from a 2004 household-based survey of children and caregivers, we examine the impact of 

orphaning and parental illness on education in the context of Zimbabwe. After controlling for other factors, we find 
that orphans in Zimbabwe are less likely to be enrolled in school than their non-orphaned counterparts. Previous 
work has not addressed the effect of orphan status on another measure of attendance – the frequency of attendance. 
We find that, similar to school enrollment, orphans are less likely than non-orphans to attend school on a regular 
basis. We next investigate the extent to which household economic status affects the likelihood that an orphan will 
attend school. We find that orphans in better-off households are particularly disadvantaged in comparison to non-
orphans. In contrast, orphans in worse-off households have similar probabilities of school attendance in comparison 
to non-orphans. Finally, we examine the impact of parental illness on children’s education. We find that girls in 
households with an ill parent are less likely to attend school than boys in similar households and are less likely to 
attend than girls in households without. 
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