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FROM THE EDITOR

The theme of the 27th Annual Conference of the American Council on Consumer Inter-
ests--The Consumer Movement as Related to Other Social Movements--proved to be
timely and appropriate. 1In a time when consumer interests are being deemphasized
by government, there is a qreater need for support by other groups. The purnose of
this publication is to stimulate thought and discussion regarding the theme and
other issues presented not only by those attending the meeting but also by other
professionals.

Each speaker at the conference was invited to submit a camera-ready manuscript,
typed to Proceedings specifications for inclusion here. The cooperation of the-pre-
senters and their support staff has been superb. [Most of the papers were correctly
typed and in on time. This has made the editor's job relatively easy.

Appreciation is extended to the many presenters for their assistance in providing
their manuscripts as requested and to the conference organizers for providing such
a dynamic program. Special appreciation is extended to Donna McGuinn for her
assistance in organizing, typing, and follow through on the Proceedings.

--Carol B. Meeks
Leader, Housing Program Area’
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Economics and Statistics Service
Economic Development Division
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